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Response to Comments of P. S. Parkhurst, U.S. Marine Corp, May 10, 2004 (Letter AF001) 

AF001-1   
Acknowledged. 

AF001-2  
Acknowledged.  The Authority identified the both the Carroll Canyon 
and Miramar Road alignment options as preferred between Mira 
Mesa and San Diego.  These alignment Canyon options would enable 
the HST system to directly serve downtown San Diego, whereas the 
I-15 to Qualcomm option would terminate about 8-miles from the 
city center at the Qualcomm Stadium (20 minutes by light rail).  
Directly serving Downtown San Diego would provide better 
connections to the regional transit system and airport.  SANDAG, 
NCTD, MTDB, Caltrans District 11, and the City of San Diego all 
support direct HST service to downtown San Diego via the Inland 
Empire (I-215/I-15 Corridor).   

The Carroll Canyon and Miramar Road alignment options have 
similar potential for environmental impacts.  The Carroll Canyon 
option would avoid and minimize some potential impacts to Miramar 
Naval Air Station as compared to either the Miramar Road or I-15 
alignment option.  As compared to the I-15 option, one alignment 
through either Carroll Canyon or along Miramar Road would have 
less potential for impact to parklands and vernal pools, and less 
potential for growth-induced impacts, but more potential for visual, 
cultural, and floodplains impacts. 

Should the HST proposal move forward, the Authority and the FRA 
will continue to work with the United States Marine Corps throughout 
the more detailed project-specific studies that will be required to 
select a specific alignment prior to implementation. 

AF001-3   
Subsequent project level environmental reviews would include 
further analysis of the cumulative effects of related projects in the 
vicinity of the proposed segments or portions of the proposed HST 
system, should a decision be made to move forward with the 
system.   

AF001-4 
Please see standard response 6.31.4.   
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Response to Comments of Michael Honda, Zoe Lofgren, Anna Eshoo – United States Congress, June 8, 2004  
(Letter AF002) 

AF002-1 
Please see standard response 2.18.1. 
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Response to Comments of Anna Eshoo –  United States Congress, August 11, 2004 (Letter AF003) 

AF003-1 
Acknowledged. 

AF003-2 
Please see standard response 2.18.1. 
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Response to Comments of Mary Martin, Superintendent – U.S. Department of the Interior, August 13, 2004 
(Letter AF004) 

AF004-1 
Acknowledged. The Authority is aware of the Mojave National 
Preserve and Clark Mountain units; however, they are far to the east 
of any alignment options under consideration.  The Authority will 
coordinate with the Nevada Department of Transportation and other 
project sponsors that propose high speed rail and Maglev systems 
particularly with regard to proposed stations and alignments 
affecting areas in proximity to proposed HST alignments and 
stations.  Should the HST proposal move forward, project level 
studies will further consider the potential for cumulative impacts 
resulting from these other proposals. 

As the federal lead agency for this Program EIR/EIS, the FRA will 
continue to provide coordination regarding studies of high-speed rail 
and Maglev proposals in California.  In addition, the Authority will 
coordinate with the Nevada Department of Transportation and other 
project sponsors during subsequent phases of project development 
and implementation that involve California. 
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Response to Comments of Dennis Cardoza – U.S. Congress, August 31, 2004 (Letter AF005) 

AF005-1 
Acknowledged. 

AF005-2 
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 2.31.4 regarding 
potential station stops.  The Authority has identified potential HST 
stations at Sacramento, Stockton, Modesto, Merced, Fresno, and 
Bakersfield to serve the Central Valley’s intercity travel markets. 

AF005-3 
Acknowledged.  The Authority has identified the Downtown Merced 
and Castle Airport, Aviation and Development Center as potential 
HST station sites to serve Merced County.  One of these sites would 
be selected during subsequent project-specific environmental 
studies.  Please see standard response 2.35.1 in regards to the 
selection of maintenance facilities locations. 
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Response to Comments of Tom Lantos – U.S. Congress, August 31, 2004 (Letter AF006) 

AF006-1 
Please see standard response 2.18.1. 


	AF001 P. S. Parkhurst U.S. Marine Corp
	AF002 Michael M. Honda U.S. Congress
	AF003 Anna Eshoo U.S. Congress
	AF004 Mary G. Martin U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service
	AF005 Dennis Cardoza U.S. Congress
	AF006 Tom Lantos U.S. Congress
	AF007 Aaron O. Allen U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
	AF008 Enrique Manzanilla U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
	AF009 Gene K. Fong U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration
	AF010 Willie Taylor U.S. Department of the Interior
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